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Artist Statement / Koichi KIYONO

Cultivation / Between Heaven and Earth

The theme of my art focuses on the investigation of Life, capturing various aspects through spiritual, physical
and scientific approaches. It also attempts to suggest the Cycles of Life . Birth, Growth, Death and Rebirth.

| regard the meaning of Life not only as my own existence, but also as the existence of all living things on the

Earth. Additionally | include the planets and galaxies, as well as cells and DNA. Due to the progression of new
technologies, the two worlds invisible to the naked eye, “the Microscopic Cosmos” and “the Macroscopic Universe”,
can be accessed little by little. These opposing viewpoints, two unknown worlds, serve as my inspiration. They
play important roles in my art works, and serve as motivation towards identifying the meaning of Life.

My recent site-specific installation work in the traditional Japanese tea room is composed of the three factors:
the disk elements floating on the tatami (straw-mat used for flooring), the oval elements standing upright in the
center of the disks or floating in the air, and the yellow thread elements hanging from the ceiling. The disk elements
are mainly made of quilting cotton (batting made of synthetic fibers used for clothing), and their images are
deeply printed onto the quilting cotton by applying the printmaking techniques of Woodcut. They are constructed
three dimensionally through sewing. Reflecting my belief of the Interconnected Relationship: Cell, Individual,
Earth, and Universe, this installation also presents some hidden mechanisms from the different angles.

| place great importance in breathing Life into each elemental art work to create the fantastic two scenes: the

souls glittering and flying like fireflies in the sky, and the lives on the earth spinning and shining with the layered
brilliant colors. This installation work emphasizes the mysterious and vital sources of Life in the silent space of
the tea room. | believe that my artistic activity is just one of some processes as to how to discover my way of life.
Additionally | feel that | might be blessed with new hope and energy through my art practice.

Production : 2016
Technique : mixed media (based on woodcut), site-specific installation
Material : quilting cotton, oil Ink, thread, beads, felt, hardboard, foam polystyrene, paper clay, etc.
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1957
1980
1992
1995
2002-03
2011

KOICHI KIYONO / Curriculum Vitae

Born in Meguro, Tokyo, Japan

Graduated from the Social Sciences, WASEDA University, Tokyo, Japan
Completed the Etching Studio at Art Academy of BIGAKKO, Tokyo, Japan
Granted ltsukaichi Artist-In-Residence Program by Akiruno City, Tokyo, Japan
Researched at University of Calgary (Overseas Grant, Japanese Government)
Awarded Third Prize by 8th Kochi International Print Triennial, Kochi, Japan

< Solo Exhibitions >

1996
1997/04
2002
2003/14

O Gallery (Tokyo, Japan) 1997 SKYDOOR (Tokyo, Japan)
KIKI Gallery (Nagoya, Japan) 2001 University of Alberta (Canada)
SNAP Gallery (Canada) 2003 STRIDE Gallery (Canada)
University of Calgary (Canada) 2015/16 1010 Art Gallery (Japan)

< Selected Group Exhibitions >

1993
1994
1997

1998

2000
2002
2007

2009
2010

2011

2012
2012-15
2014
2015

Contemporary Art Exhibition of Japan (Tokyo Metropolitan Museum, Japan)
Papier als Middelpunt / Hanga Washi (Alden Biesen Palace, Belgium)
Cracow International Print Triennial (Cracow, Poland)

SIGHTLINES / International Print Exhibition (Edmonton, Canada)

Eastern Approaches (Beldam Gallery, Brunel University, Uxbridge, UK)
11th TALLINN International Print Triennial (Tallinn, Estonia)

Kanagawa International Print Triennial (Yokohama, Japan)

TAMA International Print Exhibition-Canada & Japan (Tokyo, Japan)
TrueNorth SNAP International Print Biennial (Edmonton, Canada)

On the Cutting Edge / Japanese Prints (Library of Congress, USA)

Falun International Print Triennia (Dalarnas Museum, Falun, Sweden)

At the Edge (Grafikens Hus, Mariefred, Sweden)

Novosibirsk International Print Biennial (Novosibirsk Art Museum, Russia)
HOT PLATE / Brighton International Print Exhibition (Brighton, UK)

4th International Experimental Engraving Biennial (Mogosoaia, Romania)
3 Guanlan International Print Biennial (Shenzhen, China)

7" Tois-Rivieres International Print Biennial (Quebec, Canada)

8" Kochi International Triennial Exhibition of Prints (Kochi, Japan)

At the Boundary of Printmaking (lwasaki Museum, Yokohama, Japan)
Redefining the Multiple {Travelling Shows at the 12 Museums in USA)
Masters of Printmaking from Japan (Ekaterinburg Museum, Russia)

17" DOMANI-Plus (Art Fair Tokyo, International Forum, Tokyo, Japan)

< Public Collections >

Library of Congress (Washington DC, USA)
University of Alberta (Edmonton, Canada)
Alberta Foundation for the Arts (Canada)
Ekaterinburg Museum of Fine Arts (Russia)
Cairo Print Museum (Egypt)

Akiruno City (Tokyo, Japan)

University of Calgary (Calgary, Canada)
Alberta College of Art & Design (Canada)
National Print Museum (Argentina)
Kaliningrad Art Gallery (Russia)
Bibliotheca Alexandrina Art Center (Egypt)
San-nohe City (Aomori, Japan)
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